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EXPLORING: Hidden Treasures in Children’s Books        

BOOKS SHOULD BE FUN! Kids don’t need to ‘get’ every concept in a book to enjoy the 
story. It’s up to you to gauge your child’s interest, attention, prior knowledge and curiosity 
level. On a beautiful spring day, do you head to the park by pulling your little one along with an 
agenda to analyze everything you see in order to teach math and science? Or maybe you plunk 
yourself down on a bench and just let your little one go play? More likely, you find a happy 
medium by exploring together, observing a bridge goes over a brook…counting the number of 
yellow flowers…discovering the sidewalk is made of squares…or making a game of stepping 
each other’s shadows! On another day or season, you’ll go back and notice different things. 
That’s also the way to approach a picture book…like a walk…over and over again. Come walk 
with me and find shared experiences balanced sweetly between silly and educational. 

          (Psssst….Planted along this guide… 
   …are a few extra ‘goodies’ that ONLY readers of this guide will be privy to!) 

 
First, A Little Housekeeping: I am a former Head Teacher for the Head Start preschool program where I 
learned a lot about Early Childhood Education! To be sure, it is a deep, deep area of study and research 
and I feel privileged that I was able to practice it in the real world and apply it to real families with all my 
heart. Along with writing & illustrating kids’ books, I want to provide companion guides tailored to each 
book, ones that I would have liked to use myself as a parent or teacher. I endeavored to make this Book 
Walk as concise and user-friendly as possible by offering you treasures without burying you in material 
that you need a PhD. and a shovel for! 
 
Note to teachers: In addition to my own work/life experience, I draw on the early learning domains used 
by NAEYC1 and Head Start/ECLKC2 and the Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy. This is NOT designed to align 
with any specific assessment system, but rather to make it time-saving for you to use your own creativity 
with this book in your classroom!                                

                                 Author/Illustrator 
                       Book Walk 

                       for Parents & Teachers       
                            by Diane K. Quimby 

 
Book Title:  Samuel and His Brave Spoon 

                  Book 1 The Blue Table 
 

9 Exploring A Book  
9 Open-ended Questions 

    Make Reading Exciting & Fun! 
9 Hunting for Visual Clues 
9 Number Sense 
9 Juicy Words! 
 

 

 

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/professional-development/article/early-learning-domains
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What are Open-ended Questions? 
 

In a word, they get answers that involve more than a word and there are 6 types. 
Below are book pages with sample questions and some supported learning objectives. 
Incorporate the Juicy Word list along with questions when opportunities arise. 
 
Using the Follow the CAR method of conversation: 

x Follow your child’s lead 
x Comment & wait 
x Ask questions & wait 
x Respond by adding  

   a little more & wait. 
 
 
 

A 4-minute read from NAEYC3 offers a quick explanation of why to use open-ended questions.  
 

For a quick and easy visual, these 2 graphics4 show how levels of learning build on each other.  
 
Here’s a very simplified “cheat sheet” from basic to advanced based on Bloom’s Taxonomy: 

x Level 1: Remember – Who are the characters? Where was___, Point to, Find, Count 
x Level 2: Understand – Tell me about___, What does it mean to___, Describe___ 
x Level 3: Apply – What would happen if___, How would you solve the problem? 
x Level 4: Analyze – What’s the same/different about___, What changed?  What will happen next? 
x Level 5: Evaluate – What part did you like/dislike? Which character? Why? 
x Level 6: Create – Pretend you are___, Make/Build/Design a____, Act out the story 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Let’s count the letters. Can you say the letters and trace them with your finger? 
How are the letters different from each other? How are they alike? 
Do you have any of these letters in your name? How do you spell your name? 
 
Counting, letter recognition, writing, patterns 

 

What do you think it means to feel like jelly inside? 
Can you think of a time when YOU felt like jelly? Show that feeling with your body. 
How do you feel when a grownup tells you to “hurry up!” 
 
Social-emotional: managing feelings, relationships with adults 

 

 

             Why do you think the letters on door window are written in reverse? 
                 Hold the book on your tummy with the cover facing out. Stand in front of a mirror. 
              Can you read the word left to right now? 
What does the sign E-X-I-T mean? Why do you think it’s red? Look for signs around 
you. What other signs do you see on the cover?            Print, colors, shapes, patterns 

concepts 

 

If this process is new to you, it can 
take practice, but you will find it 
SO MUCH FUN and enjoy reading 
the same book again and again! 

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/oct2015/using-blooms-taxonomy-questioning
https://www.kidkenmontessori.com/blooms-taxonomy/
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How do you feel in new places? How do you think Samuel feels? 
What will happen if he can’t open the door? Which faucet is hot? Why 
do you think the trash can has a foot pedal? Show how we wash hands.  
 
Feelings, self-care, uses tools (science), spatial relationships (directions) 

 

How is this page the same/different from the front cover? 
One hat is on the floor. Point to the hook where you would hang it. Why? 
What do you think the labels above the hooks say? 
What problem does Samuel have? What would you do to help him? (1 hook is empty.) 
Patterns, print concepts, self-care, group situations, problem-solving  

 

 

Can you find Samuel’s placemat? Tell me about the pictures on the placemats. 
What letters can you find? What things are alike? What are different? 
What things will be put on the table next? Where would you like to sit? Why? 
 
Letter recognition, patterns, classifying, counting, social studies (families) 

 

Why did one chair stay empty? Describe/act like a grasshopper. 
Why do you think everyone giggled? Why didn’t Samuel giggle? 
Can you put your lips between your teeth? How does it make you feel? 
 
Problem-solving, drama, social-emotion 

 

Find the 6 musical notes. Let’s make a tune for the words. Which 2 words rhyme? 
What does the teacher mean by “healthy food”? What might be in the bowls? 
How do you feel about trying different foods? Name some foods you like/dislike. 
 
Musical concepts, patterns, rhyme, science (food, nutrition) 

 

               No food was wasted in the making of this book! The author had egg salad with  
                   celery and macaroni for lunch after the photo was done! 
Can you make a surprised face? How big can you make your eyes? Does anyone in 
your class have green eyes like the teacher? Do you know of any other stories with 
things (like spoons) that are alive?    Dramatic play, emotions, compare, symbolic thinking 

What would make you crinkle your forehead? What else can you 
think of that is “crinkled”? Show me how you would scoop the air. 
What are some flavors that air might taste like? Make a burping 
sound. Do you think people should laugh? Why or why not? 
Remember/connect experiences, peer interaction, manage emotions 

What food do you see in the freezer? Why? What’s in your freezer? 
Show me how it feels to touch something cold. The letter S can be 
tricky to say. Let’s sing our favorite song/poem with our tongues out. 
 
Science, social studies (how people live), letter sounds (alliteration)  
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Hunting for Visual Clues 
Most of us enjoy the thrill of a hunt that results in finding something – an Easter egg, a special 
shell or rock, a four-leafed clover, a missing piece and so on. Scholastic’s I Spy books by Jean 
Marzollo and Walter Wick focus almost exclusively on locating and counting, but any good 
picture book provides lots of opportunities for extending thinking beyond the story. 
 

Use the last two pages of Pizza Box Books to explore the illustrations which are 
constructed from simple household materials. You probably won’t be able to 
guess what everything is made from, but it is an invitation to problem solve 
and make your own creations! I designed this collage-style of illustration to 
leave the imperfections of creating art visible in erasure marks, tape, staples 
and paper seams to encourage kids in the satisfaction of process over product. 

 

Also, Illustrators often slip in personal images, words and symbols for their own entertainment 
or to provide hidden clues to the characters and plot. These are not necessarily designed to be 
obvious, but it is delightful when readers notice them and make connections apart from text. 
 
                     Samuel and his teacher share something in common. Look carefully at each picture.  
                       What color always appears? They both like green! How do you feel when someone 
                       likes the same thing as you? How can Samuel’s favorite color help him find things?  

What does ‘dip’ mean? What can you dip a spoon into? 
What do you think blue tastes like? What do other colors taste like? 
Samuel thought of some blue things. Can you think of some more? 
 
Connects experiences, inventive thinking 

What are some things you wish to taste? What book would you pick 
out on the shelf? The sign asks: Who lives in trees? What could you 
use those binoculars for? How would feel if you sat in the red chair? 
 

Express thoughts, relates to books, science & technology 

  

 

 

 

How do you think Samuel feels about things that are different from home? What is it 
like for him to sit at a table without people from his own family? What is ‘brave’? 
What will happen next? (Count out 5 seconds before turning the page.) 
 
Connecting, social studies, predicting 

 

Compare the faces of Samuel throughout the book. Who or what do 
you think made Samuel change in the story? What is the difference 
between shy and quiet? How was Samuel witty? Brave? 
Make a list of different ways you and your family/friends like to be. 
Social-emotional: feelings, relationships, emotional cues 

 

Look VERY closely (with a magnifier!) at the handwritten words in the speech bubble. Do you 
see where the illustrator used pencil to plan the words before using permanent marker?  
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What is Number Sense in a Storybook? 
 

It’s easy to see that storybooks support letter recognition, but what about other learning 
domains? Have you ever blended a healthy ingredient into what you were cooking and your 
kids didn’t notice enough to complain? Using a book to blend in math concepts supports the 
building blocks of math in a naturally fun way. It also supports preparation for reading: 
 

x Symbols - 5 is the same as five 
x Relationships – 5 means one group of 5 items 
x Quantity & Measurement – more/less, longer/shorter 
x Comparisons – 5 is greater than 3, 5 is half of 10 
x Order – first, second, third, etc. 
x Patterns/Graphing & Sorting – what colors, shapes, symbols repeat? What comes next? 
x Spatial/Positional – 3D shapes, under/over 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A.  How many children are in Samuel’s class? (Count the hooks); How many jackets? Backpacks?  
      How many hats can you count? (Samuel is wearing one, one is on the floor, so 1+1=2.) 
B.  What shape does the table look like to you? How many sides do you see? How many chairs? 
      The text mentions “six chairs around its four sides” – how would you arrange the chairs? 
              If your child can not yet name shapes, give information about squares and rectangles: 
               i.e. 4 sides, 4 corners, are all the sides the same length? 
C.  What shape does the table look like to you? How many sides? Count the placemats, napkins. 

 
D.  Count the spoons. Count the fingers (5+5=10). 
E.  How many blue things can you count? 
F.  Counting groups of things: books on the shelf, pictures on the white board, birds, stuffed  
     animals, eyes, leaves and branches on the tree, dots on the carpet. 
G. The pompoms are arranged like a clock - count 5 seconds with a watch, clock or timer.  
     Where else can you count up to five - fingers, toes, something in the room? 
H.  More groups to count: wooden, round, long, shiny, etc. 

    
            A.         B./C.         D.      E.      F. 

                   
       G.              H. 

These pages in Samuel and His Brave Spoon 
offer many mathematics and 

problem-solving opportunities. 

The table is constructed from a tissue box, the chairs from 3 paper towel tubes and 
covered with tape & foil! 
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What is a Juicy Word? 
 

A juicy word is interesting! If it is new to your young one, it will enrich their vocabulary. It can 
help them use their senses to describe what they are seeing and feeling. Ask what they think it 
means in the story and have them try it out by saying it in a mirror or pantomiming it. For 
preschoolers, juicy word use is not about reading or just parroting fancy vocabulary, it’s more 
about exposing them to rich language towards good communication and literacy in the future. 
 
This short Head Start ECLKC video explains novel words.5 

 

68 Juicy Words to explore in Samuel and His Brave Spoon: 
  

KEY: Conversation    senses     emotions      action (verbs)     math 
 
 
agree 
announce 
around 
between 
boiled 
brave 
bubbled 
challenged 
chatty 
chimed 
crinkled 
declare 
delicious 
dipped 
empty 
everyone 
except 

figure (out) 
first 
flip 
follow 
forehead 
four 
frustrated 
fuzzy 
giggled 
grip 
handles 
hardboiled 
healthy 
inside 
into 
jelly 
join 

joked 
latch 
left 
lid 
little 
long 
macaroni 
mused 
next 
number 
often 
pedal 
plunge 
poke 
pretended 
pry 
quiet 

quite 
rectangular 
right 
scooped 
shift 
shy 
six 
spelled 
stall 
stare 
suggest 
tucked 
under 
waved 
whisper 
witty 
wonder

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find Diane K. Quimby on Facebook:  facebook.com/PizzaBoxBooks 
             and Amazon:  amazon.com/author/dianekquimby 

 
URLs to the links in this document: 
1https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements 
2https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/professional-development/article/early-learning-domains 
3https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/oct2015/using-blooms-taxonomy-questioning 
4https://www.kidkenmontessori.com/blooms-taxonomy/ 
5https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/novel-words                            ©2019 Diane K. Quimby 
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